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SO, WHERE DID THIS CRAZYTITLE AND TOPIC 

COME FROM?

òFrom a Hoardõs Dairymanõs magazine article 

written by me and published last May 10th

òOrigins of the idea that milk production could 

migrate back to the òEastó stemmed from 

several personal experiences é

1. Listening to livestock/dairy producers

2. Working with grazing òNew Zealandó dairy farmers

3. National agricultural/dairy and energy policies 

observations
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LISTENING TO LIVESTOCK/DAIRY PRODUCERS

òAbout a year ago, participated in a  meeting 

where producers stated é ò$2.00/bu corn has 

hidden many management problems/errors in 

their operationsó

òClaimed $2.00 corn allowed producers to hide 

genetic problems, forage quality and pasture 

management deficiencies, etc., etc.,etc.

òProducers expected structural changes in 

livestock sector because of $4.00 corn
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WORKING WITH NEW ZEALAND - STYLE 

GRAZING DAIRIES

òDeveloped Dairy Enterprise Budgets for 

òlarge intensive grazingó dairies

òRevealed costs advantages of grazing dairies 

versus conventional dairies

éLower Cost of Production 

é Impacts of reducing amount of feed concentrates 

fed in dairy rations

òRealizing eastern states have comparative 

advantages in grazing dairies
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COMPARING COSTS OF CONVENTIONAL VS 

GRAZING DAIRIES é IN 2008

òMS Conventional Dairy w/500 cows

éFeed Conc Č $7.00/cwt or ~50% of Direct Costs

éFeed Conc+Silage/Hay+Pasture Č $9.10/cwt or 

~ 65% of Total Direct Costs

òNZ-style Grazing Dairy in MS w/1,200 cows 

éFeed Conc Č $3.00/cwt or ~25% of Direct Costs

éFeed Conc+Silage/Hay+Pasture Č $4.10/cwt or 

~ 33% of Total Direct Costs
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NATIONAL AGRICULTURAL/DAIRY AND ENERGY 

POLICIES OBSERVATIONS

òReviewed previous agricultural policies 

impacts on dairy producers & milk migration

òStruggling to understand how energy policies 

are reshaping agriculture

é In particular, trying to comprehend these policies 

detrimental effects on livestock producers 

òContend that agricultural and energy policies 

have already& could again cause milk 

production to migrate, geographically
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