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Changes in Agriculture: Farm Sizes in US

Growth
in number 

of small
and large

farms

Decrease
in number of
medium-sized farms

USDA Agricultural Census 2002 (Summarized from Census Table 1)



Changes in Agriculture: Farms Sales in US
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USDA Agricultural Census 2002 (Summarized from Census Table 57)

Growth
in % of

farms with
lowest or 

highest sales

Decrease
in % of farms in middle categories.



Changes in Agriculture: % Sales by Sales Category
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7.5% of farms

produce 77% of sales



Extension Funding Lags
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ü Number of herds has decreased
at a rate 15 - fold greater than 
number of cows in last 10 years.

V5.8 % per yr reduction in 
number of herds

V0.4% per yr reduction in number 
of milk cows, but rate has 
slowed in last 4 yrs

Trends in Number of Dairy 

Operations and Cows

Changes in Dairy Industry



ü Milk per cow has increased at 
1.5 times the rate of total 
milk production

V1.6% increase in per cow 
yield per year

V1.1% in overall production 
per year

Trends in Milk Per Cow and 

Total Production

Changes in Dairy Industry


